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Alexandre Dumas, a French novelist and playwright, was born
in the year 1802.  He was the son of the Revolutionary General,
Alexandre Davy-Dumas.  His mother was a black woman from
Santo Domingo. He began his working career as a clerical
worker, then, inspired by the works of Shakespeare, he turned to
writing.  Two of his most famous works are The Three
Musketeers and The Count of Monte Cristo.  Alexandre Dumas
died on December 5, 1870.
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CTR 509-81

Back to Marseilles

PREPARATION

Key Words

comrade (kom´ rad) a close friend or companion
The soldier spoke with his comrade during lunch.

emperor (em´ p∂r ∂r) the male ruler of an empire (a group of countries or states
under one ruler)

The emperor was well loved by the people.

envy (en´ ve) a feeling of ill will at another’s good fortune because one
wishes it had been his

Max was full of envy when his neighbor bought a new boat.

fever (fe´ v∂r) a rise of body temperature above the normal
Joey’s fever kept him in bed all week-end.

sly (sli) skillful at clever tricks; tricky
The bank robbers were so sly, they never got caught.

traitor (tra´ t∂r) a person who betrays (goes against) his country, ruler, or 
friend

The man was sent to prison for being a traitor to his
country.



7

CTR 509-81

Back to Marseilles
Necessary Words

banished (ban´ isht) forced to leave a country
He can’t return to his country because the king had
banished him.

demoted (di  mot´ ∂d) put back to a lower grade; reduced in rank
The sergeant was demoted to private.

fiancée (fe´ än  sa´) a woman who is promised to be married
William is so in love with his fiancée.

isle (il) a small island
The sailor waited on the isle for his ship to return.

monsieur (me  sye´) the French word for “Mr.”
Monsieur Claude Monet was a great landscape 
painter.

treason (tre´ zn) betrayal of one’s country or ruler
When it was learned that Peter sold secrets to the 
enemy, he was arrested for treason.

People

Danglars is a sly sailor who disliked Edmond Dantes
King Louis XVIII is the current king and ruler of France as this story opens
Monsieur Noirtier is an old friend of Napoleon from the war

Places

Atlantic Ocean a body of water separating North America and South America
from Europe and Asia

Elba is a small island in the Mediterranean Sea between France and Italy
France is a country on the western coast of Europe
Italy is a boot-shaped country on the southern tip of Europe
Marseilles is a city on the southern coast of France

•
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Back to Marseilles

Napoleon asked Edmond if he would deliver a letter for him.

Now read the story.
Read to find out why Danglars did not like Edmond Dantes.

Turn to the Comprehension Check on page 10 for the right answer.

Preview: 1.  Read the name of the story.
2.  Look at the picture.
3.  Read the sentence under the picture.
4.  Read the first five paragraphs of the story.
5.  Then answer the following question.

You learned from your preview that Napoleon
____a.  was captain of the Pharaon.
____b.  was a traitor to his country.
____c.  had been driven from power.
____d.  had brain fever.
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Back to Marseilles
In the winter of 1815, a ship

named the Pharaon was returning
from a journey to Italy.  The
Pharaon had a small crew.
Among the men were Captain
LeClere, Monsieur Danglars, and
young Edmond Dantes.

Dantes was the First Mate of
the ship.  He was only nineteen
years of age.  He was a very kind
and honest man.  Danglars, on
the other hand, was a man thirty-
five years of age.  He was very sly
and full of envy.

Before returning home, the
Pharaon made an important stop
at the Isle of Elba.  This was the
is land on which France had
banished Napoleon Bonaparte.
Napoleon was once the emperor of
France.  He had fought and won
many battles for his country.  But
then he had been driven from
power.  The banished Napoleon
was planning on returning to
France one day.  He would take
back his command from King
Louis XVIII.

The Pharaon’s crew had
stopped at the Isle of Elba to get
help for their ill captain.  Captain
LeClere had gotten brain fever
during the trip.  Edmond Dantes
took control of things when the
Captain became ill.  He truly
cared for the Captain and wanted
to help him.

On the Island, Napoleon pulled
Edmond aside to talk with him
privately.  “Would you deliver a
letter to an old comrade of mine in
Marseilles?” asked Napoleon.
Edmond felt uneasy about his
question.  Doing anything for
Napoleon would be a form of
treason.  This would make
Edmond a traitor to his country.
“It’s just a harmless letter to an
old comrade from long ago,” said
Napoleon.

Edmond was unsure about
taking the letter from the old

emperor.  After some thought, he
agreed to deliver it.  Edmond was
no traitor, but he was very young.
He was not aware of the problems
he could face if the letter fell into
the wrong hands.  He could be
charged with treason.

“Take this letter to Monsieur
Noirtier,” said Napoleon. “He will
find you in Marseilles.”

Within hours, Captain LeClere
had died from his brain fever.
The crew covered the body.   They
loaded it back onto the Pharaon.
Then they sailed back out into the
Atlantic Ocean.  The crew buried
Captain LeClere at sea.

The next day, the Pharaon
sailed into the French harbor
town of Marseilles.  This was
where Edmond Dantes lived.
Edmond was very excited about
his return.  He was very anxious
to see his father and his fiancée,
Mercedes.

After docking the ship,
Monsieur Morrel, the ship’s
owner, approached Dantes and
Danglars.  “What happened on
your journey?” he asked.

Edmond explained.  “Captain
LeClere died of brain fever.”

Danglars had a sly scowl on
his face as he listened to Edmond
tell Morrel about the trip.  He felt
such envy!  He didn’t like how
well Dantes got along with
Morrel.  “Dantes did not obey my
orders when he went to the Isle of
Elba,”  interrupted Danglars
rudely.  He continued, “Our lives
could have been lost sailing to
that Island.  I was trying to
protect the well-being of the
Pharaon.”

Now Monsieur Morrel scowled.
“You were trying to protect your-
self,” exclaimed Morrel.  “Edmond
did the right thing by seeking
help for the ill Captain.  This is
the choice that you should have
made, Danglars.”

Danglars glared at Edmond
with envy and dislike.  

“Both of you come with me,”
commanded Morrel.  The men
followed Morrel inside the shipping
company where they would learn
who would  become the  next
captain of the Pharaon.  The two
men sat down in front of Morrel’s
desk.  Morrel paused for a few
seconds.  He looked at both men
sitting in front of him.  Finally, he
began to fill out a piece of paper.
“Edmond Dantes, you are a man
of courage,” Morrel began.
“Because of your concern for your
captain, I now make you the new
captain of the Pharaon.”

With great excitement,
Edmond jumped up and shook
Morrel’s hand.  “Thank you so
much, sir.  You have given me my
dream.  I will not let you down,”
he said smiling.

“Don’t you have a pretty, young
lady waiting to hear this good
news?” asked Morrel.

Edmond smiled.  He asked,
“May I have two weeks leave so I
may marry Mercedes?”

Morrel answered, “That is fine.
But, the crew will need you in  a
month or so to set sail on the next
journey.  Now, go.  Get to your
fiancée and family to share the
good news.”

As Danglars listened to the
exchange between the two men,
he became angry.  He felt more
envy than ever before.  He asked
Morrel, “Have you demoted me?”

“No, I have not demoted you,”
answered Morrel.  “You will be the
Pharaon’s First Mate.  If this
makes you unhappy, you may
seek work somewhere else.”

Danglars glared at Morrel.
Then he left the office without
saying a word.  It appeared that
Danglars was finished with his
job at the shipping company.
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Back to Marseilles

1.  The Pharaon and its crew stopped at
the Isle of Elba to
____a.  find Napoleon Bonaparte.
____b.  get help for King Louis XVIII.
____c.  get help for their captain.
____d.  take pictures.

2.  Captain LeClere became sick with
____a.  the flu.
____b.  a stomach ache.
____c. yellow fever.
____d.  brain fever.

3.  __________ took control of the Pharaon
when the Captain became ill.
____a.  Edmond Dantes
____b.  Monsieur Danglars
____c. Monsieur Noirtier
____d.  Monsieur Morrel

4.  When Napoleon was driven from power,
who took his place as emperor?
____a.  King Henry VIII
____b.  King Louis XVIII
____c. King Louis XVI
____d.  Prince Charles

5.  Edmond
____a.  trusted Napoleon.
____b.  was a traitor to France.
____c. didn’t think there was any harm in

delivering a letter.
____d.  was tired of sailing.

6.  Morrel and Dantes
____a.  were in love with the same woman.
____b.  thought highly of Danglars.
____c. had it in for Danglars.
____d.  got along well with each other.

7.  First, the Pharaon sailed into the town of  
Marseilles. Then, Morrel approached Dantes 
and Danglars.  Next,
____a.  Dantes was made the new captain of 

the Pharaon.
____b.  Dantes married Mercedes.
____c. Danglars quit his job.
____d.  Captain LeClere died of brain fever.

8.  Danglars 
____a.  and Edmond had a great friendship.
____b.  was jealous of Edmond.
____c. felt threatened by Edmond’s success.
____d.  was thrilled that Edmond was made 

captain.

9.  Another name for this story could be
____a.  “Good News for Edmond.”
____b.  “Buried at Sea.”
____c. “An Act of Treason.”
____d.  “Off to Italy.”

10. This story is mainly about
____a.  what life was like back in the 1800’s.
____b.  why Danglars quit his job.
____c  how King Louis XVIII came into 

power.
____d.  how a young boy came to be captain 

of a ship.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Choose the best answer.

Check your answers with the Key on page 67.
This page may be reproduced for classroom use.

Preview Answer:
c.  had been driven from power.
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VOCABULARY CHECK

comrade          emperor          envy          fever          sly          traitor

Check your answers with the Key on page 69.
This page may be reproduced for classroom use.

I. Sentences to Finish
Fill in the blank in each sentence with the correct key word from the box above.

1.  The ___________ dog stole tonight’s meal when Mother’s back was turned.

2.  Some people ___________ those who are rich.

3.  Keith and his ___________ George went fishing together every Saturday.

4.  The ___________ ordered the thief to be put to death.

5.  Joanne’s high ____________ kept her home from work for three days.

6.  Nancy called Helen a ____________ for telling everyone her secret!

II.  Making Sense of Sentences
Are the following statements true of false?  Place an X next to the correct answer.

1.  A comrade is someone you have never met before. ___TRUE  ___FALSE

2.  A traitor is someone who buys and sells goods. ___TRUE  ___FALSE

3.  If you have a fever, you must get plenty of rest. ___TRUE  ___FALSE

4.  If someone has envy, he wants what someone else has. ___TRUE  ___FALSE

5.  A sly person can never be loved. ___TRUE  ___FALSE

6.  An emperor is one rank below the captain of a ship. ___TRUE  ___FALSE


