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PREPARATION

Key Words

astonish (as ton7ish)
bowl (bol)
doctor (dok“tor)

pleasant (plez’nt)

spoon (spiin)

sweep (swep)

surprise greatly
I will astonish Mother by cleaning my room.

a hollow, round dish
I had a bowl of soup for dinner.

someone who helps people who are hurt or not well
Mother took me to see a doctor when I broke
my arm.

anything or anyone that pleases
1. We had a pleasant day at the beach.
2. Our neighbors are pleasant people.

something you use for eating or dishing up food
I eat soup with a spoon.

to brush away dirt
"Will you sweep the floor for me?" asked Mother.
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Necessary Words

born (born) brought forth; come into the world
My baby brother was born today.

cereal (sir” e al) food made from grain such as rice,
corn, oats or barley
Today I had cereal for breakfast.

charge (chérj) 1. to rule over with care
Pete's in charge of the money.
2. care
Mary has charge of her brother
when her mother is away.

dead (ded) something that has no life in it
The tree's dead leaves were falling.

die (di) to stop living
Plants will die if they get no water.

job (job) work done for money
My sister found a job today.

owner (on"ar) a person who has (owns) a thing
I'm the owner of a new car.

Places

England is the largest part of Great Britain.

Things

chimney sweep is a person who cleans the inside of chimneys.
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Oliver is born. But he will never get to know his mother.

Preview: 1. Read the name of the story.
2. Look at the picture.
3. Read the sentences under the picture.
4. Read the first three paragraphs of the story.
5. Then answer the following question.

You learned from your preview that people who lived in a
workhouse were

___a. sick.

____b. young.

____c. poor.

___d. happy.

Turn to the Comprehension Check on page 10 for the right answer.

Now read the story.
Read to find out about young Oliver's hard life.



Young Oliver

Long ago in England there was a
workhouse in most every town.
Poor people, who had no place to go,
lived in a workhouse. But they did
not live for free. That's why it was
called a workhouse. They would eat
and sleep at the workhouse. But
they went to work outside the work-
house. The little money they made
went to the workhouse to help pay
for their food. And when children
were old enough, they went to work,
too!

One night at the workhouse,
Oliver Twist was born. His mother
sat up. "Let me see my baby, then I
will die," she said.

"Oh, you must not talk about
wanting to die," said the doctor. But
Oliver's mother patted her baby,
| then fell back and died.

"Too bad," said the doctor. "Who
was she, anyway?"

"No one knows," the doctor's
helper answered. "She fell in the
street outside. Her baby was ready
to be born. We do not know her
name, or where she came from."

Little Oliver's early years were
hard. He and the other children at
the workhouse had little to eat.
Mrs. Mann, the woman in charge,
was mean to the children. She hit
them often...and liked doing it! And
she took the children's food money
to spend on herself! So little Oliver
went hungry most of the time.

Sometimes Mr. Bumble came to
see the children. It was his job to
see that the children were being
cared for. It was his job to tell the
owners how the children were
doing. But like Mrs. Mann, he did
not like children. So he didn't do
his job real well.

"How are the children getting
along?" he asked Mrs. Mann, one
day.

"Oh, the children are so dear,"
Mrs. Mann said, in a pleasant way.
"I love them all so much."

Mr. Bumble just looked around
and smiled. He never talked with
the children to see how they were
really doing. He was happy just to
hear a good word. Then he could
hurry out of there. But as soon as
he would leave, Mrs. Mann would
put on her mean face again.

For many years, Oliver worked
hard at the workhouse. His friends
worked hard, too. The boys had lit-
tle time for fun and games. And all
their hard work made them very
hungry. But all they were given
was a little cooked cereal to eat.
The boys would eat all the cereal in
their bowls. But always, the boys
were hungry and wanted more.
One day the boys told Oliver, "You
go ask for some more cereal."

Oliver took his bowl and spoon
and went to the cook. "Please, I
would like some more," he said.

The cook got very angry. "You
astonish me!" he said. "It is a
terrible thing to ask for more of any-
thing!" He picked up a big, long
spoon and hit Oliver with it. Then
he shouted for Mr. Bumble.

Mr. Bumble came running into
the kitchen. He was astonished at
the terrible thing Oliver had asked
of the cook. Mr. Bumble ran to tell
the owners.

"Oliver has asked for more cere-
al," Mr. Bumble told the owners.

"What?" said one of the men, as
he brought his hand down and hit
the table. "He knows he should not
have asked for more. He already
had his cereal!” The man was not
at all pleasant. Mr. Bumble
became a little frightened.

Mr. Bumble locked Oliver in a
dark room all alone. Every other
day he took Oliver into the room
where the other boys ate. In front
of the boys, he hit Oliver again and
again. This was to let the boys
know they must not ask for more of
anything!
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One day Mr. Bumble put a sign
outside on the gate: BOY LOOK-
ING FOR WORK. Mr. Bumble
wanted to get Oliver out of his hair.
And a job outside would do just
that!

First, a chimney sweep stopped
in. He wanted Oliver to sweep the
inside of chimneys. This man did
not care about the boys who worked
for him. Sometimes, he let them
burn in the chimneys. But the men
at the workhouse would not let
Oliver sweep chimneys. So Mr.
Bumble put another sign outside:
HARD-WORKING BOY LOOK-
ING FOR WORK.

This time, Mr. Sowerberry saw
the sign. He made boxes to hold
dead people. He needed someone to
help him in his shop. So he took
Oliver with him to live and work.

At his new home, Mrs.
Sowerberry looked Oliver over. She
was not a pleasant woman. "He's
very small for his nine years," she
said to Mr. Sowerberry.

"But he will grow, my dear," he
answered.

"Yes, he will," Mrs. Sowerberry
said, in a cross voice. "He'll grow on
our food and drink! Come here,
Oliver, you little bag of bones. You
can have the pieces of food we give
our dog."

Oliver was so hungry that he ate
every last bite. Mrs. Sowerberry's
face looked more cross than before.
This boy will eat us right into the
poor house, she thought to herself.

Mrs. Sowerberry took Oliver
next door to Mr. Sowerberry's shop.
"You can sleep by the boxes we use
for dead people," she said. And
smiling, she left the shop.

Oliver looked around the shop.
He was afraid. And he felt so alone.
Little Oliver sat down and cried
himself to sleep.
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COMPREHENSION CHECK Preview Answer:

c. poor.

Choose the best answer.

1. Oliver's mother died when Oliver 6. Oliver got into trouble when he
a. was three years' old. a. told the cook to take a day off.
_____b. was two days' old. b. asked the cook for a second helping.
c. went to work. c. asked Mrs. Mann if he could
d. was born. play a game.

d. had a fight with another boy.

2. The people who ran the workhouse

a. were kind to the children. First, Oliver asked the cook for some more cereal.
b. were mean to the children. Then, the cook shouted for Mr. Bumble. Next,
c¢. never hit the children. a. Mr. Bumble locked Oliver in a
d. made the children happy. dark room.
____b. Mr. Bumble hit Oliver.
3. Why were the boys at the workhouse c. Oliver was sent to live with
always hungry? the Sowerberrys.
a. Mrs. Mann was spending the food d. Mr. Bumble ran to tell the owners what
money on herself. Oliver had done.
b. Mr. Bumble was taking all the
food money. 8. Oliver felt afraid and all alone at the
c. The owners were taking all the Sowerberrys. He missed
food money. a. Mrs. Mann.
d. They wouldn't eat the cook's food. b. Mr. Bumble.
c. his friends.
Growing up in the workhouse d. his mother.
a. was fun for the boys.
b. was hard on the boys. A Another name for this story could be
¢. would make the boys strong. a. "More, Please."
d. made the boys feel lucky. b. "Growing Up in a Workhouse."
___c. "AlLittle Bag of Bones."
5. It was Mr. Bumble's job d. "Off to Work."

a. to keep the owners happy.
b. to put the children to work. his story is mainly about
c. to see that the children were being a. how the poor people of England lived.
cared for. b. a young boy growing up without
d. to do the food shopping. his family.
_____c. ayoung boy who never got enough to eat.
____d. anine-year-old boy who got a job.

-

Check your answers with the key on page 67.

This page may be reproduced for classroom use.
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VOCABULARY CHECK

astonish bowl doctor pleasant spoon sweep

I. Sentences to Finish
Fill in the blank in each sentence with the correct key word from the box above.

1. "Call a . I think my nose is broken!"

2. Ilike Barbara. She's a very person.

3. I set the table with a knife, a fork, and a

4. Twill Linda when I ask her to marry me.
5. My sister said, "It's your turn to the floor.
6. I ate a big of ice cream for dessert.

ll. Word Search

All the words from the box above are hidden in the puzzle below. They may be
written from left to right, or up and down. As you find each word, put a circle
around it. One word, that is not a key word, has been done for you.

PLEI®LAYA
ABOWLOWA S
SWSWEETPST
T OPDAWBTO
O OLOSPOON
NAECAAWNS
S YAONSXTIW
WDOCTUOTRS E
EBPLEASHTP

Check your answers with the key on page 69.

This page may be reproduced for classroom use.
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