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INTRODUCTION

Sharpening Writing Skills is a multimedia series of
six lessons designed to build technical and creative writ-
ing skills for students in grades 4 through 12.

Each lesson in the program consists of a audio
media and student activity sheets. The audio combines
expert instruction in writing skills with themes that are rel-
evant to the interests of students. The program concen-
trates on parts of speech, punctuation, and correct sen-
tence and paragraph structure.

Every effort has been made to make all elements of
the program enjoyable and meaningful. All lessons are
self-directing and self-correcting. This allows students to
work through the lessons at an independent rate and to
evaluate their performances privately.

USING THE PROGRAM

THE AUDIO

The lessons in Sharpening Writing Skifls employ a
variety of motivational techniques which are designed to
capture and hold the interest of students. Each audio
medium begins with music, special audio effects, or a
short vignette played out by characters. The students are
then carefully guided through the entire lesson by a pro-
fessional narrator who uses a friendly, positive approach
to writing instruction.

Timed pauses are included to allow the students to
complete brief responses on the activity sheets.
However, when more than a few seconds are needed to
complete a response or to read over specific material, an
electronic tone signals the students to stop the player.
Students should be reminded that they may stop the
player whenever additional response time is needed, or
to reverse the audio to replay any material they may wish
to hear.

The use of headsets is recommended to avoid dis-
tracting other students in the classroom and to reinforce
the interaction between student and narrator.

The running times of the audio media average
approximately 15 minutes each. The average working
time of each lesson is about 25 minutes. It should be
remembered that this time is only an approximation.
Since the student stops and starts the player several
times during the course of each lesson to read material
or to complete exercises, the actual time needed will
depend on the student's working speed.

NOTE: Each audio medium in this program contains two
lessons. Because of the nature of the content, the two
lessons may differ in length.

THE ACTIVITY SHEETS

Three illustrated activity sheets. are used in each les-
son of the program. All activities are completed by the
student as the presentation progresses. The responses
for these activities are checked and corrected by the stu-
dent through answers given by the narrator. The activity
sheets offer a variety of skill-building games and enjoy-
able written activities to increase the student's writing
ability. All exercises are closely correlated with the
instructions.

THE TEACHER'S GUIDE

This guide contains individual summaries of the six les-
sons in the program. Each summary gives a concise
description of each written activity, and is presented with
reproductions of all student activities, with answers over-
printed.

Included in the final pages of this guide is an extra
creative writing activity for each lesson. These activities
may be used with small groups of students to reinforce
the skills taught in a lesson.



Lesson 1: Recognizing Parts of a Sentence

Objectives
e to develop the ability to recognize nouns and pronouns
e to develop the ability to recognize different kinds of
verbs
e to create understanding of subject and predicate as
basic parts of a sentence

In the Lesson

Jungle jargon combined with an imaginary encounter with
a prehistoric caveman provide the background for this
lesson in recognizing parts of a sentence. After listening to
the narrator discuss the connection between talking and
writing, students hear a simple sentence formulated and
discover that a sentence has basic parts.

On page one of the activity sheets, students complete
three exercises in recognizing nouns and pronouns. In the
first, they identify types of nouns, i.e., persons, places, or
things. In the second, they match nouns with their
pronouns. The third exercise develops the ideathatthe
subject of a sentence is always a noun or a pronoun.
Students underline the subject of each sentence in the
exercise.

Page two of the activity sheets deals with recognizing
verbs. Students first complete a picture puzzle by choosing
the correct verb from a list. In exercise two, they underline
or circle to show the type of verb, linking or helping, in each
sentence.

The meanings of subject and predicate are explained on
page three of the activity sheets. Students identify the
subject and/or predicate in each sentence given.
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PREHISTORIC HAPPENINGS: Recognizing Verbs

In this silly story, some verbs have been replaced with pictures. Fill in the picture blanks with
a verb from the group shown below.

rattling sat thought smiled carried fell clapped bounced

Hunk {% carried firewooddown the hill Hedidn'tlike that job! He always

L ot
_fe/l __ andlostthe load. "Not today!” he ;E’%D thouqht Afterthe

wood was stacked, Hunk twisted vines around the pile until the pieces held together. Then

SN
he g& __Satl _ onthepile aimedtowards the bottom. and pushed off Hunk

% | bounced overboulders, histeeth tatt/ing Butwhenhe
\%4
S
reached the bottom, peopie ran to meet him. They Al&,&,LL:L “"How wonderful.
(2

A
Hunk!" his wife said. "You've invented the roller coaster!” Hunk @? smiled

SLOW MOTION WORDS: Ditferent Kinds of Verbs

Linking verbs link the subject to words that tell what the subject is or is like. Helping verbs
help the main verb show an action. Read each sentence below. Underline the linking verb or
circle the helping verb + main verb.

Examples: Wolves are hunters. The wolvesaway

1. Jacohe river 2. The old man s tired

3. The familreakfasl, 4 Eaglethese peaks
5. My dogs are nervous. 6. Winter was cold in Montana

7. The sunrise was fiery red. 8 Ithe sunrise daily
9. Michelle is faster than Joe. 10. Both of his cars were out of gas
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RECOGNIZING PARTS OF A SENTENCE

THE NAME GAME: Recognizing Nouns
A noun is aword that names a person, place, or thing. From the group of words
below, fill in the blanks under PERSON(S), PLACE(S), or THING(S).
fire cavemen Mt Hood
Hunk village berries
forest spears warriors
tiger leader Africa
PERSON(S) PLACE(S) THING(S)
Hunkx forest fire
lezder Mt Hood. spears
warriors Africa. berries

ANOTHER KIND OF NAME: Recognizing Pronouns

Pronouns are words that substitute or take the place of nouns. Read each pair of sentences
In the first sentence, underline the noun that matches the circled pronoun in the second
sentence.

1. Hunk sneaked along the ridge.(Hg tried to be very quiet
2. But a huge tiger caught the man's scent,nose quivered

3. Then a rock slipped from under Hunk's foot.®made himy fail.

NOUNS AT WORK (P too): S Subij

The subject of a sentence is always a noun or apronoun. The subject tells who or what
the sentence is about. Underline the subject in each sentence below.

1. Rain clouds hid the sun from view.
2 Eﬂ.ﬂ ran ten miles yesterday

3. They were still hungry.

4. The caves were warm and safe.

5. People had discovered language.

SENTENCE FORMULAS: Recognizing Sentence Parts

The subject of the sentence tells who or what the sentence is about. The predicate tells what
the subject does or is like. In the sentences below, decide if the underlined word or words
are the subject part or the predicate part. Write subject or predicate in the blank following
each sentence.

1. The long grass waved in the wind _'p.r_ub_cg.i;_

2. Cave people moved from place to place Ayy_ec‘f_
3. | heard you, William! .c_u_.b_j_e_r._f_

4. Ralph tiptoes carefully down the hall M‘m&
5. The crowd cheered wildly. predica.te

6. California sea lions are strong swimmers #;d.u’.a..t.e

7. The hot sun melted the popsicles j_qu_a_r_"‘_

8. The twins had traveled 1,000 miles. MM_L:,

9. Were you home, yesterday? .,Qtr_ad.u'_m

10. No, | was not home. _P_r_:.d_u',a._te.

11. It is 2 mystery to me. jngj_&A‘L

12. Sunshine filled the dingy room with haze. _F;_Ld_l_p.a.te,

13. Silently, Miller crept across the lawn. _s_a_bj_e._a_L

14. Thur.dering elephants swept down the mountain. iu__bj_gg_*_

15. Vacationers crowded into the campground.

subject




Lesson 2: Learning About Verbs

Objectives
e to provideinstructioninrecognizing and correctly
using three verb tenses
e to create awareness of correct subject/verb agreement
e to provide practice in the use of the verb to be and in
using verbs with helping words

In the Lesson

The evolution from speech to writing in a primitive African
village provides the impetus for this lesson on verb forms.
The narrator points out that verbs tell us not only “what'’s
happening,” but also when the action takes place.

On page one of the activity sheets, students work with an
exercise involving present, past, and future tenses. They
connect each sentence’s missing tense with examples
which correctly complete it. In a second exericse, they
determine the tense of the underlined verb (in each
sentence) and write their answer in the blank.

On page two of the activity sheets, students form their
own time-telling verbs. They first form past tenses by
adding correct endings; they then review the single and
plural subjects in sentences and determine which of the
verbs reflects the same tense.

Page three of the activity sheets deals with the
exceptions to verb rules. Students first determine the
correctness of verbs in some sentences, then choose a
past tense verb which agrees with the subject in a number
of sentences. Students are asked to decide the number of
persons or things in the subject of each sentence and
choose a past tense verb with or without a helper, to agree
with the subject.
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PAST TIME: Forming Past Tense Verbs

Form most past tense verbs by adding ed. If the verb ends ine. just add d. If the verb ends with a
short vowel, followed by a consonant, double the consonant and add ed. Ifthe verbends in y, drop
the y and add /ed. Make these verbs past tense by adding the correct endings.

Jump JILZZLAQLL arrve @rrived
plan planhed worry worried
save Saved we lived

step ,SLQ,OP&:L tp  Lripped
carry Carried crawl crawled.

snow snowed  soil sprilled
ay dried = end ended

HERE AND NOW: Present Tense, Subject/Verb Agreement

Add s to most present tense verbs if the subject of the sentence is one person or thing. Otherwise,
add nothing. Circle the correct verb in each sentence below

1 Wilham (nm@ the post office

2 They ndes) on horseback

3 We @hwkes) every weekend

4 Many trees covers) the hillside
Mother (pamt our house
Rover (b\(e.'

Sunbeams @ hights) up the sky
The band (march‘) in parades
Twins learns) from each other
Marty's glasses cracks) easily

~ o o

© ®

o
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LEARNING ABOUT VERBS
. WRITE IT RIGHT: Using the Verb To Be
THREE FROM ONE: Seeing Three Verb Forms —_
TN
(Tﬂ A Use the chart to decide if each sentence is right orwrong. PutRIGHT
o Present | Past beside the correct sentences. Leave the wrong sentences blank
)f .‘\” N | am|was RIGHT 1 It was raining last night
SN e N
oS N - He 2 listrying to unlock the door
— She is |was RIGHT
N | H1 Y heating!
| built a hut | am building a hut I will build a hut ! — 3 Youare cheating
(past) (present) (future) They RIGHT 4 we were running when the accident happened
. We are|were
Verbs can be changed to show past. present. and future tense. Find the tense that's missing from You 5 They was winning the race

these pairs of sentences. Then draw lines from sentences in the middle to complete each set of
three verbs

Wilma whistled a tune aury scratched a flea

>

Will you open

the door? 4

Maury s still scratching

1

Wilma whistles aNune

B Wally will
walk
I crossed the lake C The cherries The cherries taste good
2 tasted good
I wiil cross the lake D. | am crossing The cherries will taste good
the lake
Walk Wally! E Wilma will You opened the door
3 whistle a tune
Wally walked You are opening the door

F Maury's going
to scratch

MY FAMILY: Recognizing Different Tenses

Read each sentence below Decide if the underlined verb is telling past. present. or future ime
Write your answer in the blank

My mother. father. and | work hard Fr:.unf

\

Rt m, 2 This morning. | woke up with the sun Puf
s N‘\:\A\ LY o5 3 Before breakfast. | gathered firewood Pa st
\ ;FPX(O * \ 4. In minutes. the fire roared .}u.sf

R o
5 NN £l 5 It was ready for Mother's cooking pots 70.4.&1‘,,,, .
IR VR 6 Later on, Father will return with berries fu?«re.
N — - -
7

SPECIAL CASES: Exceptions With Have and Has

Use the helper has with one person or thing. Use have with |. you, and more than one person or
thing. Fill in the blanks with either the past tense or the past tense with helper

VERB PAST | PAST WITH HELPERS
1. They Ao.ve Sc€n. the lightning to see saw have/has seen
2 She has gone to Montana to go went | have/has gone
3l @Ze the whole thing! to eat ate have/has eaten
4. Many children have Writtenpooks to write | wrote | have/has written
5. The firemen] have done, good job. to do did have/has done
6 (Willie] C&me€home to come | came | have/has come
7. Humpty Dumptyiha 5_fa /lenoff the wall tofall | fell | have/has fallen
8. Hurry up! Thefﬂgmmﬂ to begin| began | have/has begun
9 @i@m,drive haround the lake to drive | drove | have/has driven




Lesson 3: Build Better Sentences with
Phrases and Clauses

Objectives
e to create an awareness and understanding of phrases
and of dependent and independent clauses
e to provide instructionin eliminating unnecessary words
from written expression
e to provide challenging practice in recognizing and using
the four kinds of sentences

In the Lesson

The story of a Phoenician boy named Hiram adds
adventure to this lesson on the use of phrases and clauses.
The narrator begins by explaining the role of sentences as
tools to help share ideas with others.

On page one of the activity sheets, students complete
two exercises on phrases and clauses. In the first, they
underline only the word groups that are phrases and not
complete sentences. In the second exercise, they read
sentences and must differentiate between dependent and
independent clauses in each one.

The exercises on page two of the activity sheets aid
students in tightening sentence structure. They first review
the rules for punctuation with a comma, then use this
information to punctuate some sentences. At the bottom of
the page, students rewrite two sentences into one
sentence which expresses the same idea.

Page three activities involve recognizing the different
types of sentences. In the first exercise, students identify a
sentence type by using its punctuation as aclue. The
second exercise calls for students to write examples of the
four different types of sentences.
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JOINING UP: Combining Clauses

Punctuate these sentences accordingto the
1 Putacommabeforethe rules on the left
words and. but. or when
joining two independent
clauses

1 | threw a pass,and Billy caught it

N

Afterthe storm quit,everythingwas

2. Separate a dependent clause green
from the rest of the sentence

by a comma 3. The dog growled,which made her very

mad

4. He came home,and! scolded him tor
being late

5 Thetrucks try to pass,butthe road s
narrow

6. The deer ran fastwhile her baby ran be-
hind

7. If the treasure is there,|'ll be rich!

SAYING IT BETTER: M g One Better S From Two

Turn each set of sentences into one better sentence that says the same thing
Do this by leaving out words, changing words around, using signal words, such
as but, or, since, etc., making phrases or clauses.

1. Many ships bobbed up and down. The ships bobbed up and down in the harbor
in_the harbar. . I

2. The sun burned the empty hills. The hills were in the desert
empty, desert hills pawers will ra.ry)
3. Hiram decided he was hungry. He went home to eat (’4"5"’6 rs

sent home Loeat, m“va.r;)

4. The grapes and melons made his mouth water. They cost more than he could pay

but they cas?
tnore lLhan he could pay. Ag(Aunm,ml/ I's ur)c-)

5. Arad loved the sea. He didn't like being away from home for so long

mfﬂz.{dﬂa}'

(Ans wers will vary.)
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BUILD BETTER SENTENCES WITH PHRASES AND CLAUSES
NEW WORLD SIGHTED: Recognizing Phrases
A phrase is a group of related words that does not contain both a

subject and a verb. In the word groups below, underline only the
phrases.

Example: The rusty old bicycle was stored carelessly under the
house ot
a. warm sunny day g. trees filled the hills V\ef‘l c_,v‘
D
b. was standing still h. under the ship
c. the fish jumped I tall red-skinned men
d. roared loudly j. Papa Arad didn't notice
e. it was so empty k. toward the mountain

f. over my head I are very angry NJ—'/MMU \

SAYING A LITTLE MORE: Recognizing Clauses
A clause is a sentence part that contains both asubject and averb Independent clauses are whole
ideas that could stand alone, but are often linked in the sentence by these words and. or. but
Dependent clauses can't stand alone and are connected by these signal words although. if, since.
after, when, where, that, which. Write yes after the underiined clauses on the left it they are
dependent. Write yes after the underlined clauses on the right if they are independent

1. He ran, after he got home Yes
2. When the rain stopped, it warmed up
Yes

Stop it, or I'll get mad' Yes

3. They ate when we ate XE s My cat is fat, but your cat is fatter Yes

4.1 will go, if you will go too Yes . | had a good time. Did you? _____

After you're done, I'll use 1t _
. Come along, or we'll be late YQ

OR BUT AND

HIRAM'S SURPRISE: Different Kinds of Sentences

Read the story about Hiram's surprise. After each sentence write: A, if it tells something; B, if it
asks something; C, if it gives a command; and D, if it shows feeling, excitement, or anger.

Hiram: There's a snake in my pocket. _A__
Mother: What did you say? _8B

Hiram: | said, there's a snake in my pocket A

Mother: There's a snake in your pocket!
D

Mother: Take that snake out of my house! Statement ends

Hiram: Do | have to? _B Exclamation ends

Mother: What do you think? _B Question starts: what, why, do, how, etc.
( Ends ?

Hiram: | haveto. _4 Command starts: do, go, take, tell, etc.
Ends . OR !

YOUR TURN: Writing Four Kinds of Sentences

Write your own sentences following the directions from 1-12.

Make a statement about your age.

Ask a question about the weather.

1
2
3. Write a command a dog might hear.
4

Write a sentence telling how you feel about Christmas

Make a statement about where you live. oL

Ask a question about pets. ‘\

Give an order to your worst enemy. E

® N o o

Write a sentence telling what makes you MAD! 9

9. Make a statement about your favorite food. A"

10. Turn #9 into a question. Q‘

11. Turn #10 into a command.

12. Turn #11 into an exclamation.




Lesson 4: Sentence Signposts: Capitalization

Objective
e to provide varied opportunities to extending pupils’ abil-
ity to correctly capitalize proper nouns, firstwords in
sentences, abbreviations, quotations, and titles.

In the Lesson

This lesson uses colorful Medieval England, an impish
friar, and Robin Hood himself to gain students’ interest. The
narrator explains the many roles of capitalization and its
use in identifying important words.

On page one of the activity sheets, students are
introduced to capitalizing proper nouns, firstwordsin
sentences, and the word “I". The first exercise asks them
to replace the common nouns in sentences with proper
nouns of their choosing. Inthe second exercise, they
review the material and circle each word that should be
capitalized.

The first exercise on page two of the activity sheets
deals with capitalizing abbreviations. Students rewrite
phrases in abbreviated form using correct capitalization
and punctuation. The second exercise applies the rules of
capitalization in dialogue to two cartoon strips. Students
indicate which words within the quotes need capitalizing.

On page three, the final activity of the lesson provides
instruction in using capital letters in titles. Students try their
hand at writing their own titles.
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SHORT FORMS: Capitalizing Abbreviations
Sun Capitalize initials and abbreviations, and end them with a period. Ave
Mon. Write the_following phrases in the correct shortened form. Some Rd.
abbreviations are included to help you. Bivd.
Tues 1. B:A-Pal  beatrice anne pal Jan.
Wead 2. _SM sycamore street Feb.
::.uvs, 3 Dr.Dean doctor dean Mar.
Sat. 4. S”"' Aug. 10 sunday, august 10 Apr.
Mr. 5. &M@m and missus mustashio Aug.
Mrs 6. M’.‘_’J—A’e‘_ oakwood avenue Sept.
Dr. 7. &__/M__M mullen Oct
St. 8. R U' 7}7@}*& robert ulysses thare z::

WHAT PEOPLE SAY: Capitalizing Quotations

Always capitalize the first word in a quotation. Read the quotations below. Put an X over each word

that should be capitalized

1. Littie John said, “The
prince will pay again.”

x x
3. “you missed,” robin
said painfully.

2. ﬁl let my arrow fly,”
he said loudly.

X
4. the firsteggsaid, "#ave
you heard aboutthe joked.

eggs at the

beach?”

6. t#e second egg said,
“yOu crack me up!”

X
5. “they got shelled,” he
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SENTENCE SIGNPOSTS: CAPITALIZATION

r\/“ THE ONE AND ONLY: Capitalizing Proper Nouns
A proper noun

names a certan

Fill in each sentence blank with a proper noun

1. TheS.5.Seaworthy sailed the Atlantie Ocean
person (Paul), (ship) (ocean)

face (Mia .
place (Miami) 2 My grandparents come from

(city) (Answer: will
vary for
numbers 2-1)

or thing (Hawn's

Hardware Store) 3. He is president of _

(business)

Rule 1. Capitalize | 4 would rather live in

(first and last name) (state)
each important
5 and

R . yelied at each other.
(girl) (boy)

word in a proper

noun
6 My sister, __ . swam

“(girl) (lake)

Rule 2. Always

MORE IMPORTANT WORDS: Capitalizing First Word in a Sentence

capitahze the first
and |

word in a sen-
Read Friar Peek’s letter to Robin Hood. Circle each word that should

tence be capitalized

1 @name vs anc@lrve v
2 when things go wrong alhmk
bou

a eaving

Rule 3. Always

capitalize theword

3 you use a good writer?

4 OCOlHd write nasty notes abou
5 Ocould write romantic letters lofor you, too.

6 mPnot bad with a needle and thread, either

7 @you are interested in adding another man to your merry men,
shoot an arrow through the abbey window at midnight.

Frnian Fauk

BOOK REVIEW: Capitalizing Titles

Capitalize all important words in titles of books, articles,
songs, etc. Do not capitalize words like: a, an, and, the, of,
in, on, up, but, etc. unless it's the first word in the title. In
the blanks below, make up your own tities for:

—
w

FS

o

o

~

®

. a book about Robin Hood —E&——Qﬂmllldl&‘lﬁ

. a book about walking in the country

. a book about lakes

. a book about writing books (\
v
A
N\
. a mystery about a cat N
3
. a story about bows and arrows ‘t"
2
7
. an article about folk heroes T
N\

. a book about yourself

-l

=




Lesson 5: Sentence Signposts: Punctuation
Sharpening Writing Skills

Objectives Lesson 5

. . iy ATTENTION PLEASE: Commas To Set Off Names and Interjections
e to afford pupils varied opportunities to learn correct
punctuation with the comma
e to foster the ability to correctly use quotation marks

Punctuate the following sentences according to the rules below

1. Max,are you going with us?
. 1 don't understand,Mother

. Carry your bags,Mrs. Jenks?

2

3

in the Lesson 4

The lesson begins with a flashback to the days of Johann 5
GUtenberg‘S first pfinting preSS.This leads to a discussion 6. Connie and Carl,come in for dinner.

7

8

9

. Wait unti! the movie is done, April

. Lisa please sit still!

of what our language would be like without punctuation. Stop,you'll drop that
The narrator explains that punctuation defines thought,
makes meaning clearer, and interjects feeling into words.

In exercise one on page one of the activity sheets,
students are asked to supply the necessary punctuation to
separate run-on sentences. The second exercise calls for

No,| won't drop it.

. Look,that dog of yours is a pest!
10. Hurry up,or we'll be late.
11. Oh yes,| forgot to set the clock.

12. Goodness,you just fixed that bike yesterday!

£ JOHANNS

punctuating phrases and clauses with commas, using the Write two sentences using Rule E BOOK S
four rules given on the page. @@N}
On page two, students read some rules for using W\

i (A s will vary.)
~commas, then apply those rules to the two exercises on the ewer ’

page. The first involves setting off names and interjections;
in the second, students apply the rules to sentences of 1

their own Creation' L. . . . Write two sentences using Rule F \E Use a comma to set off the
Page three of the activity sheets provides practice in " name of the person being

using quotation marks. The students identify with a simple e . SPoente .

“yes” or 'no” whether the quotation marks shown inthe — (Ancwers will vary.) VF Use acomma to setoff such

examples are correctly used. — *;fm, rey o waih tooh, Gog.
/i ness at the beginnings of
- sentences. )
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SENTENCE SIGNPOSTS: PUNCTUATION
THE END: Fixing Run-On Sentences

WHO SAID THAT? Quotation Marks

Separate these run-on sentences by supplying the end punc- Read the sentences below. Write
tuation. YES if quotation marks are used
correctly. Write NO if they are

Greta: It takes lots of milk and yeast to make cheese. Goat's not.

milk is used for some cheeses. Cheesecomesin different
flavors and colors. My favorite is yellow cheese. Which
kind do you like best? Some people don't like cheese at
all. Is that right?

Johann: That's right. I'm one of those people. | hate
cheese /

Samples

Mayor Bergen said, "I think this town needs
7 ctatements a younger mayor."”
with
His article, “New Thinking foranOld Town,”
was seen in Sunday's Paper.

COMMA COMMENTS: In Letters, Addresses, Dates, and Lists
Punctuate these phrases and sentences with commas.

1. Autumn leaves turn all shades of red,brown,and —
gold. A. Use commas to separate items Ye s 1. Brett Harte wrote a story called, “The Luck of Roar-
in lists of three or more things ing Camp.”
2. Jefferson City, Ohio -
4 B. Use a comma after the greet- ANe_ 2. "I will not, John yelled.
3. July 7, 1776 ing and closing in letters Ye £3. Nathan Hale said, “Give me liberty or give me death!”
4. Dog hairs make me coughysniffle,and sneeze. C. Use acommato separate the Iﬁi 4. The astronfut's diary read, “The earth hung like a
city and state in addresses water drop. <
5. Dear Jeff Richardson, D. In dates, use acommatc sep- Yes 5. My favorite poem is “Leaves of Grass.”
arate the day and month from .
6. I'm coming to visit you on May 5,1980. the year. Mo 6. They sang, Happy Birthday, to us.
Y <
. San Francisco,California
7. San Francisco,Cali i RULES

8. October 19,1980 .
Use quotation marks before and
9. Boise,ldaho after exact spoken or written words.
Use quotation marks to set off the
titles of short stories, articles,
songs, and poems.

10. Dear Grandma and Grandpa Withers,

. Thank you for the model airplane,stamps,scout
knife,swim fins,and mask. Whatabirthday
present!

12. Your grandson,

Marty




Lesson 6: Paragraphs That Make Sence

Objectives
e to develop the pupil’s ability to develop a sound para-
graph through a clear understanding of the two different
functions of main idea sentences and detail sentences
e to provide directed practice in creating technically
sound paragraphs

in the Lesson

This lesson introduces Wilma, a fictional cousin of William
Shakespeare, who aspired to be a writer. While the two
cousins disagree on the subject to be covered, they do
concur on the premise that writing must make sense,
bringing pupils to the point of the lesson: linking
sentences together in a logical form.

Paragraph definition is explored on page one of the
activity sheets. The first exercise involves recognizing
paragraphs. Students read the paragraph and determine
its main idea. In the second exercise students differentiate
between main idea sentences and detail sentences.

In the exercises on page two of the activity sheets,
students first write a main idea sentence for two detailed
paragraphs; they then write detail sentences further
explaining the mainideas expressedintwo additional
paragraphs.

On page three, students write three kinds of paragraphs
from the information supplied.
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WHAT'S IT ABOUT? Writing Main Idea Sentences

Below are two sets of detail sentences. In the blanks, write a
main iaea sentence for each set. The pictures will give you a
hint.

z
. (/4/]5»/&7‘.5 wi/l v;ry»)

Before you start, do some warmup exercises. Then getawell-
fitted pair of skis, boots, and poles. Next, take at least one
skiing lesson. The last thing to do is practice, practice, prac-
tice!

(Answers wit/ vary.)
7

At the first half, the winning team was behind two points
Then Mendez and Sheets each made goals, ten minutes into
the second half. After that, it was their game!

EXPLAIN YOURSELF: Writing Detail Sentences

Below are two main idea sentences. Write detail sentences to fit them, using the facts given
Pancakes are made in three easy steps:

a. measure ingredients

b. combine them (Ans wers will vary)

c. spoon onto hot griddle

Lake Natoma is a good place to swim.

a. not many people
(Answers wi/l V‘.r/v) b. warm water

c. lifeguard on duty

Sharpening Writing Skills

Lesson 6 Page 1

Sharpening Writing Skills

Lesson 6 Page 3

PARAGRAPHS THAT MAKE SENSE
ONE THING AT A TIME: Recognizing Paragraphs

A paragraph is a group of sentences that talk about one idea.
Read each paragraph below and write its main idea on the lines
provided.

1. Even though there were no theaters in the 1500's, there were
still plays. Instead, they were put on near country inns. Some-
times, stages were built so fast that they fell down in the middle
of the play.

(Answers will vary. )

2. Queen Elizabeth had a hard time without a dentist. When her teeth fell out, she stuffed rags
under her lips to keep her face from wrinkling.

(Alls wers will xary )

3. One of the important people in Queen Elizabeth’s court was
the Uncorker of Bottles. It was his job to take messages from
bottles, set afloat in France and Spain by spies.

q
BIG AND LITTLE IDEAS: Recognizing Main Ideas and Detail ([
Sentences G

Circle the main idea sentences. Underline the detail sentences.

1 @ng lucky is a matter of practicing some simple rulE

2. First, you must be ready to try new things.

3. Then, practice trusting hunches.

4. Finally, when you do have bad luck, don't waste time worrying about it

5 le Watson was a farmer in his @

6. He spent each Saturday weeding and raking a small patch of dirt

7. By summer's end. his patch would be filled with tomatoes and green beans.

WHAT DO YOU SAY? Writing Different Kinds of Paragraphs

Paragraphs include one main idea sentence and some detail sentences. Write a paragraph
for each set of directions below.

A. Give directions from your house to your B. Tell how you feel about dogs. (Explain-
school. (Directions might begin: first, ing sentences might begin: mostimpor-
second, next, finally.) tant, an example of, because of.)

C. Describe your town. (Descriptions could begin: on the left, up ahead, down the hill,
around the corner.)

{/4;:.1 wers will v‘.r,y.)




WRITE ON!

You may wish to use the following activities to reinforce
the concepts taught in Sharpening Writing Skills.

Lesson 1

Write your own silly story about how Hunk invented the
skateboard. Use pictures to illustrate the verbs in your
story, just as was done on page two of the activity sheets
for Lesson one. Be sure to make your verbs fun and
interesting to read.

Lesson 2

Write a small story telling how Hoonta and Hantu learned
to drive. Use the verb forms from the box on page three of
the activity sheets for Lesson two in your story. Use at least
one verb form from each line of the box. Remember to
make your story fun to read by using colorful words and
phrases.

Lesson 3

Write five sentences about the things Hiram might have
seen when the ship arrived at New York. Include both a
dependent and an independent clause in each sentence.
When you have finished, give your sentences to another
pupil. Have that person circle the dependent clause and
underline the independent clause in each sentence.

Lesson 4

Write a letter of reply to Friar Peek’s letter shown on page
one of the activity sheets for Lesson four. Use the same
names the Friar used in his letter. Remember to capitalize
wherever necessary. Use the rules shown at the left side of
page one of the activity sheets to guide you.

Lesson 5

Select from one of your textbooks, perhaps your reader,
one paragraph that contains direct quotations. Copy the
paragraph on a sheet of paper leaving out all commas,
periods, question marks, exclamation points, and
quotation marks. Give the paragraph to another pupil and
ask him or her to punctuate it correctly. Check that
person'’s work against the paragraph in the textbook. Show
the pupil any place where he or she has incorrectiy
punctuated.

Lesson 6

Write a well-organized paragraph about your favorite
hobby. Begin your paragraph with a strong main idea
sentence, for example, “The hobby of rock collecting can
be fun, educational and profitable, too.” Then include a
number of important detail sentences which tell about the
main idea.



