


Reading Comprehension Workbook

Level 4

Series Designer 

Philip J. Solimene

Editor 
Dorothy M. Bogart

Reading Consultant 
Sidney J. Rauch, Ed.D.

Professor of Reading and Education 
Hofstra University, New York

EDCON



Story Authors 
Roberta J. Harney 

Esther Jewell 
Miriam P. Kurinsky 

Ronnie Levine Schindel 
Malvina Vogel

Copyright© 2009 
A/V Concepts Corp.

Edcon Publishing Group

All rights reserved. No part o f this book may be reproduced in any form or by any means, elec-
tronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and 
retrieval system without permission o f the publisher, with the following exception:
Student activity pages are intended for reproduction. EDCON Publishing grants to individ-
ual purchasers o f this book the right to make sufficient copies o f reproducible pages for use 
by all students o f a single teacher. This permission is limited to an individual teacher, and 
does not apply to entire school systems.

info@edconpublishing.com 
1-888-553-3266 Fax 1-888-518-1564 

30 Montauk Blvd. Oakdale NY 11769 
www.edconpublishing.com

Printed in U.S.A. 
ISBN-13: 978-0-931334-52-8 
ISBN-10: 0-931334-52-7

Copyright © 2014
Edcon Publishing Group, Inc.

www.edconpublishing.com

EWCR401

ePDF ISBN 978-0-8481-1406-0

mailto:info@edconpublishing.com
http://www.edconpublishing.com


CONTENTS

NO. TITLE

1 A Freedom Fighter in 
Two Worlds

2 The Dance of the Bees

3 The Old Man Who 
Dreamed His Fortune

4 Moby Maybe

5 An Unexpected Visitor

6 Why the Stars 
Stopped Singing

7 Courage on the Court

8 Rescue at Sea!

9 Life in an Ant Colony 

10 So You Want to Be an 
Astronaut!

SOMETHING ABOUT THE STORY

This is a true story of a brave man 
who found an unusual way to help 
keep America free.

Bees have a special way of sharing 
news with other bees.

Sometimes dreams seem so real that 
it is hard to believe they may not be 
true.

A killer whale seems like a strange 
pet for a city to love. But that hap-
pened in Vancouver when Sam 
caught Moby Maybe.

One small visitor pays a surprise visit 
to school and is able to upset a 
teacher and her whole class.

When the stars no longer sang, 
people missed their music. The next 
time a unicorn speaks, maybe people 
will pay attention.

This story really happened. The 
hero’s name has been changed so 
that his secret will be kept.

When a small boat is caught in a 
large hurricane, six men are almost 
lost at sea.

The tiny ant is a busy worker. Each 
ant knows what has to be done— and 
does it.

The people who explore space need 
more than courage and a love of 
adventure.

Key W o rd s ...............................51

Comprehension Check
Answer Key...................... 53

Vocabulary Check
Answer Key...................... 55

QUESTIONS

4

9

14

19

24

29

34

39

44

49

STORY

1

6

11

16

21

26

31

36

41

46



D-1

A Freedom Fighter in Two Worlds

Learn the Key Words 

business (biz′ nis)

freedom (frē′ dəm) 

government (guv′ ərn mənt)

officer

prison

soldier

(ôf ′ ə sər)

(priz′ ən)

(sōl ′ j ər)

someone’s work
John is planning to go into his father’s business when 
he gets out o f school.

the state of being free
People in America have the freedom to say what 
they believe.

the rulers of a country or state
The President is the head o f the United States government.

1. a person in the army in charge of men
Captain Glenn is an officer in the United States Army.

2. any policeman

a place where a lawbreaker is sent
When the thief was caught, he was sent to prison 

fo r  five years.

someone serving in the army
Every soldier is trained in the use o f guns.

Now read the story.
Read to find out how Haym helped America win a war.

1

Preview:

1. Read the title.
2. Look at the picture.
3. Read the first three paragraphs of the story.
4. Then answer the following question.

You learned from your preview that
____ a. Haym Salomon came to America to fight.
_ _ _ _ b. Haym Salomon came to America for freedom.
____c. Haym Salomon was a poor man.
_ _ _ _ d. Haym Salomon could speak only Polish.

Turn to the Comprehension Check on page 4 for the right answer.
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Haym Salomon will have more trouble if  those British soldiers know what he is saying to the Germans.

Back in the 1700s, Poland 
was one of the weakest 
countries in Europe. Other 
stronger countries kept trying to 
take over Poland’s government. 
A small band of Polish men 
tried to keep their country free, 
but it was no use. Poland was 
taken over by a new 
government. The brave 
freedom fighters were forced to 
leave their country or be thrown 
into prison.

One of these freedom

fighters was a young man 
named Haym Salomon. Haym 
decided to leave Poland and 
come to the New World, 
America. He believed that 
America was a land of 
freedom.

Haym came to New York 
and started his own business. It 
made him a very rich man. 
Haym made many friends 
among the people who had 
come here from all parts of 
Europe. He was able to speak

to them because he knew many 
languages.

After Haym had been in 
America a few years, life began 
to change. Even though the 
American people had their 
freedom, they were still ruled 
by the English king. When the 
king tried to take away some of 
Am erica’s freedom, many 
Americans feared this would 
lead to war. Haym knew that if 
war came, he would fight for 
freedom in his new country just
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as he had done in his old 
country. But this time, he 
would win.

When war did come, New 
York was the first city the 
British soldiers took over. 
Many Americans left New 
York, but Haym stayed. He 
gave most of the money from 
his business to the American 
government. This helped pay 
the soldiers and buy guns for 
George Washington’s army. He 
also joined a group of 
Americans who had been 
working secretly for many 
years to free their country from 
England. These men planned 
attacks on British soldiers and 
on British ships in New York 
Harbor.

When the British discovered 
what Haym was doing, they 
threw him into prison. But even 
in prison, Haym managed to 
continue his fight for freedom.

It happened this way. The 
British government needed 
extra soldiers to help fight the 
war in America. The king 
arranged to get them from 
Germany by paying the German 
government a lot of money.

When these German soldiers 
arrived in America, the British 
officers were faced with new 
troubles. None of the Germans 
spoke or understood English. 
And none of the British spoke 
or understood German. No one 
could give orders, and no 
one could understand them.

One British officer  
remembered that Haym spoke 
German. The officer offered to 
let Haym out of prison if Haym 
would help talk to the German 
soldiers. Haym thought about 
this for a while. He really 
didn’t want to do anything that 
might help the British win the 
war. But, on the other hand, he

had no way to help the 
Americans if he stayed in 
prison. Haym also realized that 
by helping the British, he could 
learn their war plans. Then, 
once he was free, he could tell 
those plans to George 
Washington. So Haym decided 
to help the British.

As the British officer was 
explaining to him what to tell 
the Germans, Haym suddenly 
thought of another plan. This 
new plan would put his life in 
danger, but if it worked, it 
would really help the 
Americans.

Haym stood up in front of a 
group of German soldiers and 
began to speak. The British 
officers watched him very 
closely, but they had no way of 
knowing what he was saying, 
for he was speaking in German. 
It was lucky for Haym that they 
didn’t know!

For, instead of explaining the 
war plans to the Germans, 
Haym talked about America. 
He told them what it was like to 
live in a free country. He 
explained that America was 
fighting for its freedom. Then 
he offered the soldiers a chance 
to have their freedom, too. He 
showed them how they were 
taking chances with their lives 
while their government was 
getting all the money from 
England. Haym then promised 
the Germans that if they came 
over to the American side, 
George Washington would give 
them land for farms and homes. 
Then they would be free 
Americans, too.

Haym spoke so well that, at 
a later time, many German 
soldiers did run away from the 
British and join the American 
army. The British did not 
discover what Haym had done.

In a short time, they freed him 
from prison.

Haym returned to his home 
and to his business. He helped 
raise money from his friends 
for the American army. He 
gave most of his own money as 
well. He also continued his 
secret work with the freedom 
fighters.

America finally did win the 
war. Since that time, no 
country has ever tried to take 
away America’s freedom. We 
can thank Haym Salomon and 
men like him for the freedom 
that every American enjoys 
today.
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Preview answer:
b. Haym Salomon came to America for 

freedom.

A Freedom Fighter in Two Worlds
C O M P R E H E N S IO N  C H EC K

Choose the best answer.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Haym left Poland because
___ a. he liked to travel to other countries.
___ b. a new government came into power.
___ c. he couldn’t make any money there.
___ d. George Washington told him to come

to America.

Haym was able to make many friends in America 
because
___   a. he spoke many languages.
____b. he was very rich.
___ c. he knew them from Europe.
____d. he had fought for freedom in Poland.

War between America and England started because
___ a. the English king wanted the Americans

to return to England.
___ b. both countries wanted to rule Poland.
___ c. George Washington had a fight with the

English king.
___ d. the English king tried to take away

America’s freedom.

The money that Haym gave to the American govern-
ment was used
____a. to buy soldiers from Germany.
___ b. to build ships in New York Harbor.
____c. to pay the soldiers and buy guns.
___ d. to send gifts to the English king.

The British government got extra soldiers for their 
army
___ a. by using Americans who were in prison.
___ b. by buying them from Germany.
___ c. by taking over the Polish government.
___ d. by forcing the Indians to fight for them.

6. When the German soldiers arrived in America, the 
British discovered that
____a. the Germans couldn’t shoot British guns.
___ b. the British soldiers didn’t like German

soldiers.
____c. none of the German soldiers understood

English.
___ d. the Germans really wanted the Americans

to win.

If the British officers really knew what Haym was 
telling the German soldiers, they probably would 
have
____a. freed Haym right away.
____b. sent him back to prison.
___ c. given him a medal.
___ d. told George Washington about it.

8. Haym promised the German soldiers that George 
Washington would
___ a. make them all officers in the American

army.
___ b. give them a lot of American money.
___ c. give them land for farms and homes.
____d. let them go home to Germany.

Another name for this story could be
___ a. “ Freedom Fighters Today.”
____b. “ The Attack on New York Harbor.”
___ c. “ German Soldiers in America.”
____d. “ One American’s Courage.”

This story is mainly about
___ a. a freedom fighter who saved Poland from

other countries.
___ b. the training of soldiers in George Washing-

ton’s army.
____c. a man who believed in freedom and

fought for it twice.
___ d. the tricks that the British used to win the

war in America.

Check your answers with the key on page 53.

Idea starter: Other than soldiers, what people fight for freedom?
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VOCABULARY CHECK

Use the key words from  the box to complete the sentences.

business freedom government officer prison soldier

1. T h e __________________________in charge of the Air Force Base was Captain Evans.

2. Mr. Marsh lowered the prices in his store hoping th a t__________________________would get better.

3. The robber was sent t o __________________________for twenty years.

4. Joe’s father is a __________________________ in the United States Army.

5. Our laws are made by th e __________________________ in Washington, D.C.

6. Americans enjoy th e __________________________to speak out against their President if they believe
he is wrong.

Check your answers with the key on page 55.
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